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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-3, 5-10, 12-16, and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Kim (6118653). With respect to claims 1-3 and 5-10, Kim teaches a 
multimedia device (40) for portable computers (30, 100) which consists of a first 
member (34) and a second member (32) that are openable and foldable relative to each 
other comprising a latch member (70) in the folding direction of the portable computer 
(30, 100), wherein the multimedia device (40) is movably mounted on the first member 
(34), and is turnable to a use position when the first member (34) and the second 
member (32) are opened, the latch member (70) being turnable to a closed position to 
latch the second member (32) when the first member (34) and the second member (32) 
are moved into a close position relative to each other for folding, wherein the latch 
member (70) has a through aperture (58, 60, 86) to allow a connection line (64) of the 
multimedia device (40) to run through to electrically connected to the portable computer 
(30, 100), wherein the multimedia device (40) is a video camera (44), wherein the latch 
member (70) is located on the multimedia device (40) in a linear moving manner, 
wherein the multimedia device (40) further includes an elastic member (78) connecting 
to the latch member (70), wherein the elastic member (78) is a spring, wherein the latch 
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member (70) has a hook (74) exposed outside the multimedia device (40), wherein the 
multimedia device (40) has a notch (48) corresponding to the hook, wherein the 
multimedia device (40) further includes a bucking member (71) located on one side of 
the multimedia device (40) connecting to the latch member (70) to control moving 
conditions of the latch member (70) as claimed, see for example figures 2-1 1 . With 
respect to claims 12-16 and 19, Kim teaches a multimedia device (40) for portable 
computers (30, 100) which consists of a host body (32) and a display panel (34) that are 
openable and foldable relative to each other, the multimedia device (40) comprising: a 
case (42) having a housing compartment for housing a plurality of electronic elements 
needed for operations, and a pivotal member (56) on one side thereof, the pivotal 
member (56) having a distal end forming a spherical section to allow the case (42) to be 
pivotally mounted on the display panel (34) and to be turned freely thereon; and a latch 
member (70) located in the housing compartment having a hook (74) exposed outside 
the case (42) and being connected to an elastic member (78) to allow the latch member 
(70) to be moved relative to the case (42); wherein the hook (74) latches the host body 
(32) when the display panel (34) is folded over the host body (32) to keep the display 
panel (34) and the host body (32) closed in normal conditions, wherein the latch 
member (70) is movable linearly relative to the case (42), wherein the elastic member 
(78) is a spring, wherein the case (42) has a notch (48) corresponding to the hook (74) 
to expose the hook (74) wherein the multimedia device (40) further includes a bucking 
member (71) located on one side of the case (42) connecting to the latch member (70) 
to control moving conditions of the latch member (70), wherein the multimedia device 
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(40) is a video camera (44) as claimed, see for example figures 2-1 1 . 

3. Claims 1, 2, 4-10, 12-16, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Kim (6181550). With respect to claims 1, 2, and 4-10 Kim teaches a 
multimedia device (40) for portable computers (10) which consists of a first member (30) 
and a second member (32) that are openable and foldable relative to each other 
comprising a latch member (70) in the folding direction of the portable computer (1 0), 
wherein the multimedia device (40) is movably mounted on the first member (30), and is 
turnable to a use position when the first member (30) and the second member (32) are 
opened, the latch member (70) being turnable to a closed position to latch the second 
member (32) when the first member (30) and the second member (32) are moved close 
to each other for folding, wherein the latch member (70) has a through aperture (60) to 
allow a connection line (43) of the multimedia device (40) to run through to electrically 
connected to the portable computer (10), wherein the multimedia device (40) is an audio 
equipment (44), wherein the latch member (70) is located on the multimedia device (40) 
in a linear moving manner, wherein the multimedia device (40) further includes an 
elastic member (78) connecting to the latch member (70), wherein the elastic member 
(78) is a spring, wherein the latch member (70) has a hook (74) exposed outside the 
multimedia device (40), wherein the multimedia device (40) has a notch (48) 
corresponding to the hook, wherein the multimedia device (40) further include a bucking 
member (71) located on one side of the multimedia device (40) connecting to the latch 
member (70) to control moving conditions of the latch member (70) as claimed, see for 
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example figures 3-18. With respect to claims 12-16 and 20, Kim teaches a multimedia 
device (40) for portable computers (30, 100) which consists of a host body (32) and a 
display panel (34) that are openable and foldable relative to each other, the multimedia 
device (40) comprising: a case (42) having a housing compartment for housing a 
plurality of electronic elements needed for operations, and a pivotal member (56) on 
one side thereof, the pivotal member (56) having a distal end forming a spherical 
section to allow the case (42) to be pivotally mounted on the display panel (34) and to 
be turned freely thereon; and a latch member (70) located in the housing compartment 
having a hook (74) exposed outside the case (42) and being connected to an elastic 
member (78) to allow the latch member (70) to be moved relative to the case (42); 
wherein the hook (74) latches the host body (32) when the display panel (34) is folded 
over the host body (32) to keep the display panel (34) and the host body (32) closed in 
normal conditions, wherein the latch member (70) is movable linearly relative to the 
case (42), wherein the elastic member (78) is a spring, wherein the case (42) has a 
notch (48) corresponding to the hook (74) to expose the hook (74) wherein the 
multimedia device (40) further includes a bucking member (71) located on one side of 
the case (42) connecting to the latch member (70) to control moving conditions of the 
latch member (70), wherein the multimedia device (40) is an audio equipment (44) as 
claimed, see for example figures 3-18. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kim 
(6118653) as applied to claims land 10 above, and further in view of Nakajima et al. 
(7274562). With respect to claims 1 1 , Kim teaches in the claimed invention as set forth 
by claims 1 and 10, see the above rejection thereof. However, Kim lacks a clear 
teaching of a plurality of ridges as claimed. The apparatus of Nakajima et al. is relied 
upon for its teaching of a plurality of ridges (27, 28, 70) being formed on a bucking 
member of a latch member as claimed. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made for the bucking member (71 ) of Kim to 
include a plurality of ridges (27, 28, 70) as taught by Nakajima et al. to make it easier for 
the user to hold a fingertip on the bucking member, which in turn will insure a more 
secure latching between the first and second members in the closed position. 

6. Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kim 
(6181550) as applied to claims 12 and 16 above, and further in view of Nakajima et al. 
(7274562). With respect to claims 17, Kim teaches in the claimed invention as set forth 
by claims 12 and 16, see the above rejection thereof. However, Kim lacks a clear 
teaching of a plurality of ridges as claimed. The apparatus of Nakajima et al. is relied 
upon for its teaching of a plurality of ridges (27, 28, 70) being formed on a bucking 
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member of a latch member as claimed. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made for the bucking member (71 ) of Kim to 
include a plurality of ridges (27, 28, 70) as taught by Nakajima et al. to make it easier for 
the user to hold a fingertip on the bucking member, which in turn will insure a more 
secure latching between the first and second members in the closed position. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claim 18 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

8. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: the prior art of record fails to teach the pivotal member having a through 
aperture to allow the connection line of the multimedia device to run through to 
electrically connected to the host body as claimed, and in combination with all of the 
limitations of the base claim(s). 

Information Disclosure Statement 

9. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 01/29/08 has been 
considered by the examiner. 

Conclusion 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Please note the teachings of the prior art listed on the enclosed 
PTO form 892. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lisa Lea-Edmonds whose telephone number is 571- 
272-2043. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jayprakash N. Gandhi can be reached on (571) 272-2800, ext 35. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Lisa Lea-Edmonds/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2835 

2008-04-14 



